
The recently completed Global Buyers Mission—BC 
Wood’s premier business development activity—
connects more than 300 international buyers and 
specifiers of wood products with more than 300 
domestic sellers, generating hundreds leads and 
millions in sales. But for 80 buyers from China, Japan, 
Korea, Mexico, Taiwan and Chili; and a half-dozen BC 
wood manufacturers, the connection was extended 
and more effectual as a result of GBM’s extended-
mission tours. 

BC site tours included StructurLam’s CLT and glulam 
facilities in Penticton, Coulson Manufacturing and 
Western Forest Products Pacific Sawmill in Port Alberni, 
Cedarland Forest Products and S&R Sawmills in Maple 
Ridge, and S&R Sawmills in Surrey. A separate tour for 
buyers and specifiers interested in learning about BC’s 
innovation with large-scale mass-timber structures was 
equally successful with tour stops that included the 
18-storey Brock Commons building at UBC and nearby 
six-storey mid-rise and timber frame structures.

Tour leaders Armstrong Chu, Jim Ivanoff, JC Lee, and 
Venus Chen reported keen interest in and high levels of 
influence resulting from the tours. Mr. Chu—a 10-year 
veteran of the extended mission tours—reported on 
how participation from China has grown over the years 
with many more wanting to come. This year only half 
of those who signed up from China were able to come 
on the tour due to time constraints within Canada’s 
visa processing centres. In addition to the business 
relationships established, Chu noted significant 
learnings related to sawmills operations, product 

GBM extended mission tours influence international buyers



quality, and product mix and size specifications, which 
facilitates ease of purchase when back in China.

Jim Invanoff—leader of the tour for architects, engineers 
and builders—said the 23-strong Japanese delegation 
was in-part a reflection of the Tokyo 2020 Olympics 
and Japan’s desire to feature wood in their Olympic 
structures. Notwithstanding Japan’s culture and history 
of wood use in temples and shrines, Invanoff said 
wood structures have taken a back seat over the past 
half-century. But new engineered wood products and 
inspiration from past GBM mission tours of buildings, 
such as the Richmond Olympic Oval in BC, have inspired 
a new generation of Japanese architects. The most 
notable example being architect Kengo Kuma’s wooden 
lattice design in the new National Olympic Stadium.

Nora Gonzalez, also a long-time facilitator of tour 
delegates, noted the increased interest from Mexican 
importers due in part to recent changes in Canadian 
visa requirements, and their country’s challenges with 
the US administration. This year’s tour catalyzed a new 
awareness of and interest in hemlock - a species in 
significant abundance in BC.

Focusing on the impact a single participant can have, JC 
Lee spoke of the influence on a Korean pre-fab housing 
importer, who is not only interested in purchasing 128 
BC-made pre-fab homes but also the kitchen cabinets, 
windows and doors that will go with them. Finally, Venus 
Chen, Canada’s Trade Commissioner in Taiwan passed 
along high accolades from the Taiwanese delegate.

Tim Sheldan, Deputy Minister of Forests, Land and 
Natural Resource Operations & Rural Development  
made a special point of recognizing and welcoming 



all the international visitors to the GBM, emphasizing 
how important it is for BC and Canada to develop and 
diversify off-shore markets for BC’s products.

For more information on the GBM Extended Missions 
Program, contact BC Wood at 604-882-7100.


